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n April 16, 200 S.
Centers for Dis€ase Control
and Prevention (CDC) notified

the San Diego County Health and Human
Services Agency that ofie of its residents,
a 10-yeat-old boy, had'tested positive fo

a dangerous strain offinfluenza known @s
HINT1. At approximately the same time,
a nine-year-old fémale from Brawley,
California also tested positive for HINT.
Meanwhile in TexXas, two other cases of
this unusual straif of flu were discovered
and reported.
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The common thread that binds these
four cases of the HIN1 pandemic is the
Department of Defense (DoD). The
California cases were detected thanks
to the surveillance efforts of the Naval
Health Reseatich Center (NHRC) in San
Diego, Califotnia. The Texas cases were
discovered as a result of the sutveillance
efforts undertaken by thel United
States Air Fotce School of Aerospace
Medicine (USAFSAM) in Brooks City-
Base, Texas.

In a sense, it should come as no surprise
that DoD had a hand in identifying these
first cases of HIN1 in the United States.
For the past 13 fyears, DoD hasfbeen
tracking the emérgence of influénza
viruses and other diseases throughiits
massive infectious disease surveillange
system.
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39 partners in 111 countries. Activities
at these many locations were varied and
included emerging infectious di

the National Strategy for Pandemic
Influenza Implementation Plan. DoD
irectly involved in roughly one-third
e.than 300 critical actions
outlined by the Federal government to
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, In addition 18 its laboratory and
i syndromic surveillance efforts, DoD
as proactively communicated influenza
, information to its\ Service members,

théir families, and\other constituent

groups utilizi

National
issued the

ies of measures.
One' such includes the
Pandes tchboard, upon
which| periodic updates and disease
information are immediately placed
upon receipt.
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Lt. Col. HHachey also drafted a popular
rt blog posted to Health.mil, the general
Military Health System website, offering
comfortifig and easy to uniderstand tips
for identifying and preventing HIN1
f and its spread. In addition, DoD has
utilized Social media outlets, such as
Facebook and Twitter, i
educate and inform Seryice members
and theif families.
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The N1 Influenza
a dangerously potent fdisease which
could conceivably mutdte into a more
lethal! form. The AFHSC/GEIS has
the fesources, people) and experience
to ensure the US. /military and its
comistituents have the information they
need to fight and defeat these enemies
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